
HASTA QUE NO PUEDA | Christian Quiñones (2023)
for amplified sinfonietta and sampler

F U L L  S C O R E





Dedicated to Lizbeth Pérez Rosa



DURATION: c. 7:30 minutes 

PROGRAM NOTES:
One of my most constant fears in life, it’s reaching the day when my mother can’t hear me or listen to music. She has congenital hearing loss and I
still clearly remember the day when I as a kid understood what that meant. The terrifying thought of her one day not being able to understand me or
be able to enjoy music has always been a persistent but seemingly distant dread, but a lot of that has become more imminent recently. The past year
we received the news that her hearing loss reached 50 percent in one ear. After that moment, even in the most mundane situations in life, I often
think about “how would my mom listen to this?” with the help of a website that simulates the effect of different types of hearing loss, this piece
strives to answer that question.

The piece takes short samples of many songs that I didn’t necessarily like, but that my mom used to listen to a lot when we were growing up, and
reimagines them through a filtered and maximalist lens. Sonically, the piece slowly morphs from a muted and dark soundscape into a brightly
colored and vibrant texture that mirrors my mother’s congenital chronic condition.

INSTRUMENTATION:
Flute
Oboe
Clarinet in Bb
Bass Clarinet in Bb

French Horn
Trumpet in C (harmon mute)
Bass Trombone

Percussion 1 (crotales, slapstick, sand-box, snare, hi-tom, lo-tom, hi-hat, kick drum)
Percussion 2 (crotales,  vibraphone, shaker)
Keyboard (88 keys MIDI controller connected to a laptop with Ableton (the project session will be provided by the composer)

Violin I
Violin II
Viola
Cello
Electric Bass (5-string bass if possible)

EQUIPMENT:
Laptop with Ableton Live 11
88-keys MIDI Controller
Audio Interface with 2 outs connected to the house system or 2 speakers in front of the ensemble

NOTATION:

General

Strings

Percussion



   

    

    



 


    

  
 

  
  

  
 


 

  

   
 




  
 

  
 

    



   


 
 





 

   
 



  
 

  
 

    



   


 
  





 




   



          

 




    


     


 
  

 


    

  
 

  
  

  
 


 

  

      

  
 

  
  

  
 


 

  

   

  
     

 



   

 
     





       


    

 

               



 
 


  

 
  

     
 

  
  

 
 

 
           


  

  

















 





 











 











 












   







    









    











 









  










   









 





 





 











 











 















   











    











   




























  










   







   





    





    





  





   







   





    





    





  





   

  





    




   
   





     




  





   























































ord.

ord.

slap-tongue

harmon mute stem in

pizz.

pizz.

ord.



Determined, gloomy, and precise  = 115



































































pitchless sound

pitchless sound (breathy)

pitchless sound (breathy)

bisbl.

reversed mouth piece, pitchless sound

reversed mouth piece

with your mouth, pitchless  (imitate the 'sh' sound that the winds are doing)

(tremolo as fast as possible)
Vib.

dynamics do not afftect the sample's volume, but articulation and length is really important

(mute all the strings and strum them like a guitar)

(strum up)

(mute all the strings and strum them like a guitar)

(strum up)

palm muted (P.M.)

Snd. P. Wh.

Vib.
Shak.

Flute

Oboe

Clarinet in B♭

Bass Clarinet

Bassoon

French Horn in F

Trumpet in C

Bass Trombone

Whip

Shaker

Keyboard

Violin 1

Violin 2

Viola

Violoncello

Double Bass
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(until I cannot)

SCORE IN C for Alarm Will Sound



 

  

  

  




 
          

   
 




  
 

  

 
          

  

 


                




    



   

   
 

        
       

   

 
          

 

       

   

 
          

  
 

  

        



   

 

     

 
          

 
  

 
 

 

         


  



    

 

                 

 

       


     


          
  


  

           














 





 





 






 







   










 








   







   
   















 





 





 






  












 











     
    



















   





   





   




































   





   





   






















   





          





    























































arco

arco

pizz.

pizz.

P.M. ord.







































(  )

(  )

bisbl. (same note trill)

harmon mute until m. 154 with your mouth, imitate the reversed mouth piece pitchless sound

reversed mouth piece, pitchless sound
(with your mouth if you don't have time) 

Shak.

(mute all the strings and strum them like a guitar)

(mute all the strings and strum them like a guitar)

Dr. Dr.
Snd. P.

Shak.
Vib.

Shak.

Fl.

Ob.

Cl. in B♭

B. Cl.

Bsn

F. Hn in F

Tpt in C

B. Tbn.

Dr.

Shak.

Kbd

Vln 1

Vln 2

Vla

Vc.

D. B.
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with your mouth, imitate the 



 

    

    




   


   

 
   

  
  



   


  


   

  
  





   


    

   





   




   


  


   




    


    
  






   


   

 
   

  
  



    

   
 

   
  

  



 

   
    

 



     

 







 



 





 


 

           






          

  

 
  

 













   
  

 


   

         

 



 














   
 






   





 













 








 









 






 
   

 








   







 





    


 


   


 


  




    
 

   
 

  






    
 

   
 

 
       



















































arco pizz.

pizz. arco pizz.

P.M.
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(trem. as fast as possible)

Crot.

(Shak.)

Dr.

Fl.

Ob.

Cl. in B♭

B. Cl.

Bsn

F. Hn in F

reversed mouth piece, pitchless sound

B. Tbn.

Snd. P.

Crot. 1

Shak.

Kbd

Vln 1

Vln 2

Vla

Vc.

D. B.
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f.t.
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(reversed mouthpiece)

Wh.

Vib.
Shak.

Fl.

Ob.

Cl. in B♭

B. Cl.

Bsn

F. Hn in F

Tpt in C

B. Tbn.

Dr.

Shak.

Kbd

Vln 1

Vln 2

Vla

Vc.

D. B.



13

14 15 16

8 Hasta que no pueda | Christian Quiñones (2022)





 

  

  

  


   

   





 


 

 
  


   


    

       

 
  


   


    

      


  






  





                     





 




 









 


                     
  


 

  


   

    





 


 

  


   

    





 


 

  

  



                    

  



         

 


  


  


 


 

 













    

         

 

         










 














 
























           

 

 

 

  

       


    

 
       









 











 



   










   
























 







 





 





 



   










   



























 





 




  



       





 




  



       







 




  



                   

  

 























































cresc.

cresc.

cresc.

 

cresc.

P.M.






Delicate but still decisive
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no

no
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no


 














































no

put mouthpiece back

Crot.
Shak.

Fl.

Ob.

Cl. in B♭

B. Cl.

Bsn

F. Hn in F

Tpt in C

B. Tbn.

Wh.

Dr.

Shak.

Kbd

Vln 1

Vln 2

Vla

Vc.

D. B.
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arco pizz. arco

arco pizz.
arco

























































































































put mouthpiece back on

reversed mouthpiece

Vib.

Shak.

Wh.

Fl.

Ob.

Cl. in B♭

B. Cl.

Bsn

F. Hn in F

Tpt in C

B. Tbn.

Dr.

Vib.

Crot. 1

Shak.

Kbd

Vln 1

Vln 2

Vla

Vc.

D. B.
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reversed mouthpiece

(spoken)

Shak.

Fl.

Ob.

Cl. in B♭

B. Cl.

Bsn

F. Hn in F

Tpt in C

B. Tbn.

Wh.

Vib.

Shak.

Kbd

Vln 1

Vln 2

Vla

Vc.

D. B.
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slap-tongue





P.M. P.M. P.M. P.M.

     

      

Menacing Groove

reversed mouthpiece

reversed mouthpiece

put mouthpiece back on reversed mouthpiece

con sord. until m.138
(arco, on the string)

con sord. until m.138
(arco, on the string)

Wh.
Dr. Dr.

Fl.

Ob.

Cl. in B♭

B. Cl.

Bsn

F. Hn in F

Tpt in C

B. Tbn.

Wh.

Shak.

Kbd

Vln 1

Vln 2

Vla

Vc.

D. B.
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P.M. P.M. P.M. P.M.

  

           



















crot.

Shak.

Wh. Wh.

Crot.
Shak.

Fl.

Ob.

Cl. in B♭

B. Cl.

Bsn

F. Hn in F

Tpt in C

B. Tbn.

Dr.

Crot. 1

Kbd

Vln 1

Vln 2

Vla

Vc.

D. B.
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P.M. P.M. P.M. P.M.
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(reversed mouthpiece)

(reversed mouthpiece)

(reversed mouthpiece)

Snd. P.

Fl.

Ob.

Cl. in B♭

B. Cl.

Bsn

F. Hn in F

Tpt in C

B. Tbn.

Wh.

Shak.

Kbd

Vln 1

Vln 2

Vla

Vc.

D. B.
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P.M.

    

           

bisbl.

Wh. Snd. P.

Fl.

Ob.

Cl. in B♭

B. Cl.

Bsn

F. Hn in F

Tpt in C

B. Tbn.

Snd. P.

Shak.

Kbd

Vln 1

Vln 2

Vla

Vc.

D. B.
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con sord.

arco
con sord.

   



   





    













Uneasy




















































crot.

Vib.

(octave up if the bass is 4- strings)

Vib.

Fl.

Ob.

Cl. in B♭

B. Cl.

Bsn

F. Hn in F

Tpt in C

B. Tbn.

Crot. 2

Dr.

Shak.

Kbd

Vln 1

Vln 2

Vla

Vc.

D. B.
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Fl.

Ob.

Cl. in B♭

B. Cl.

Bsn

F. Hn in F

Tpt in C

B. Tbn.

Crot. 2

Dr.

Vib.

Kbd

Vln 1

Vln 2

Vla

Vc.

D. B.
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Fl.

Ob.

Cl. in B♭

B. Cl.

Bsn

F. Hn in F

Tpt in C

B. Tbn.

Crot. 2

Dr.

Vib.

Kbd

Vln 1

Vln 2

Vla

Vc.

D. B.
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Fl.

Ob.

Cl. in B♭

B. Cl.

Bsn

F. Hn in F

Tpt in C

B. Tbn.

Crot. 2

Dr.

Vib.

Kbd

Vln 1

Vln 2

Vla

Vc.

D. B.
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Dr.

Shak. Shak.

Fl.

Ob.

Cl. in B♭

B. Cl.

Bsn

F. Hn in F

Tpt in C

B. Tbn.

Crot. 2

Vib.

Kbd

Vln 1

Vln 2

Vla

Vc.

D. B.

  

D
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simile

Fl.

Ob.

Cl. in B♭

B. Cl.

Bsn

F. Hn in F

Tpt in C

B. Tbn.

Dr.

Shak.

Kbd

Vln 1

Vln 2

Vla

Vc.

D. B.
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P.M.





Starting to groove more

put mouthpiece back on

spoken

whip

(bend string up)

Fl.

Ob.

Cl. in B♭

B. Cl.

Bsn

F. Hn in F

Tpt in C

B. Tbn.

Wh.

Dr.

Shak.

Kbd

Vln 1

Vln 2

Vla

Vc.

D. B.

E
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ord.

senza vib.

senza vib.

P.M. P.M. P.M.
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bisbl.

(play an octave higher if it's too low)

(spoken) reversed mouthpiece

Fl.

Ob.

Cl. in B♭

B. Cl.

Bsn

F. Hn in F

Tpt in C

B. Tbn.

Dr.

Shak.

Kbd

Vln 1

Vln 2

Vla

Vc.

D. B.
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(P.M.) P.M. P.M. P.M.





 

(  )

simile (forte on accents)

simile (forte on accents)

spoken

put mouthpiece back on

Fl.

Ob.

Cl. in B♭

B. Cl.

Bsn

F. Hn in F

Tpt in C

B. Tbn.

Dr.

Shak.

Kbd

Vln 1

Vln 2

Vla

Vc.

D. B.
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(P.M.)
P.M.
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(  )

spoken

Fl.

Ob.

Cl. in B♭

B. Cl.

Bsn

F. Hn in F

Tpt in C

B. Tbn.

Dr.

Shak.

Kbd

Vln 1

Vln 2

Vla

Vc.

D. B.

F
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(spoken)

Fl.

Ob.

Cl. in B♭

B. Cl.

Bsn

F. Hn in F

Tpt in C

B. Tbn.

Dr.

Shak.

Kbd

Vln 1

Vln 2

Vla

Vc.

D. B.
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spoken

spoken

Fl.

Ob.

Cl. in B♭

B. Cl.

Bsn

F. Hn in F

Tpt in C

B. Tbn.

Dr.

Shak.

Kbd

Vln 1

Vln 2

Vla

Vc.

D. B.
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(skip the last beat if needed)

Fl.

Ob.

Cl. in B♭

B. Cl.

Bsn

F. Hn in F

Tpt in C

B. Tbn.

Tri.

Dr.

Crot. 1

Kbd

Vln 1

Vln 2

Vla

Vc.

D. B.





221

222

223 224 225 226 227
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